RACETRACK ORDINANCE

In accordance with the provisions of the New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter
31, Section 41-a, as originally adopted at the Town Meeting assembled on March 10, 1977 and,
as amended at the Town Meeting assembled on March 15, 1989, as amended at the Town
Meeting assembled on March 11, 1992, as amended at the Town Meeting assembled on March
11, 1998 and as amended at the Town Meeting assembled on March 15, 2006, and as amended
by Warrant Article 7 of the March 13, 2012 Election the following regulations are adopted with
respect to regulation of motor vehicle racetracks within the Town of Lee.

Section 1: Definitions:

Motor Vehicle: For the purpose of these regulations, a motor vehicle shall be defined as
any self-propelled vehicle, except tractors, activated by an internal combustion engine and not
operated exclusively on stationary tracks.

Event: A racing contest to be contained within a calendar day, to include, but not limited
to practice, heat races and feature races.

Rain Date: An event shall be considered complete, when five (5) heat races or feature
races have been completed, whichever comes first.

Section 2: Motor vehicle racetracks may be open and may operate from April 1 through October
31 each year for automobile, go-cart and motorcycle racing only. Vehicular racing shall be
limited in total operating hours per race date, including warm-up, to eight (8) hours inclusive. At
no time shall said operating and warm-up time begin before 12:00 PM. No racing may be started
after 11:30 PM and all racing is to stop by 12:00 midnight.

Section 3: Not later than sixty (60) days prior to opening of the racetrack each year, said
racetrack owners and/or operators shall submit to the Selectmen, in writing, an application for a
license on a form prescribed by the Selectmen, together with a proposed operation schedule for
the ensuing year. Said schedule shall list the form of the vehicular racing to be scheduled on
each date listed. The Selectmen may, consistent with the provisions of these regulations and the
interest of public safety, health and welfare, alter the racing schedule in connection with the
issuance of any license.

Section 4: Upon receipt of the license application, the Selectmen shall schedule a Public Hearing
on the request for a license. In so doing, the Selectmen shall give notice to abutters and to the
public, at the applicants expense, in the same manner as provided for a hearing conducted by the
Zoning Board of Adjustment. At said hearing, which shall be conducted where practicable no
more than thirty (30) days after receipt of the license application, the applicant shall have the
burden of establishing that operation of the racetrack for the ensuing year will be in conformance
with all provisions of any other Federal, State or local statute, ordinance or regulations
applicable to the racetrack. Abutters and other interested parties shall be afforded an opportunity
to address the Selectmen during this hearing on the subject of license issuance. A license shall



be issued to the applicant if he or she satisfies, by a preponderance of the evidence, the burden of
proof as specified in this section. Said license shall be valid for not more than one (1) year and
shall set forth the scheduled events, not to exceed twenty three (23), plus twenty three (23) rain
dates per license period, stating the date, time and a brief description of each event. A notation
on the license shall indicate that such rain dates are subject to change upon written approval of
the Selectmen for good cause shown.

Section 5: A license fee in the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per annum shall be
assessed for each racetrack operation in the Town. This fee is to be paid upon application for
license.

Section 6: No vehicular racetrack shall be operated within the Town of Lee unless the owner
and/or operators shall have, upon written application to the Board of Selectmen, obtained a
license to operate such vehicular racetrack contingent upon proof that said owners and/or
operators can and will comply with the provisions of the Town of Lee Racetrack Ordinance.

Section 7: Only malt beverages, and no other alcoholic beverages, may be sold and consumed in
restricted areas on racetrack property while the racetrack is open to the public for the purpose of
viewing vehicular racing. No other alcoholic beverages shall be sold, consumed or allowed
during such period of public viewing of vehicular racing. No malt beverages shall be sold to
anyone under the age of twenty-one years, and proper age identification shall be required prior to
sale. The racetrack owner and/or operator, whoever is in direct charge of the race, shall post
signs advising the public of this section at visible locations within the seating areas and at each
entrance gate; said signs shall also state the penalty for violation of this section.  Failure of the
racetrack owner and/or operator to comply with this section shall be grounds for the revocation
of the license. Any person in possession of alcoholic beverages outside the restricted area in
violation of this section shall be guilty of a violation. The alcoholic beverage shall be seized and
disposed of in compliance with State statutes, local law or regulations. Prior to each racing
season, the Board of Selectmen or their designee shall inspect to insure signs are properly posted.

Section 8:  Authorized agents or representatives of the Town may enter, with or without notice
or consent, the premises of any racetrack which holds or has applied for a license at any
reasonable time and inspect and report on the conditions found as to compliance with the
provisions of the regulations. It shall be the duty of the owner and/or operator of the racetrack to
cooperate with such agents or representatives and permit access to any portions of said premises
at their request. Failure to comply with these provisions shall be grounds for revocation or
suspension of the license.

Section 9: The racetrack owners and/or operators shall provide, at their own expense, such
Police and Fire protection as is deemed necessary by the Police Chief and Fire Chief of the
Town of Lee, New Hampshire pursuant to written standards promulgated by the said Police
Chief and Fire Chief to insure public safety. Said written standards shall be made available upon
request and satisfactory compliance with all safety standards referred to hereinafter shall be made
in writing to the respective Police Chief and Fire Chief prior to any and all scheduled racing
events. A copy of these standards shall be attached to the operating license when issued.



Section 10: Racetrack owners and/or operators shall provide, at their expense, suitable and
sufficient sanitary facilities including toilets with adequate lavatories. Restroom facilities shall
be available for use by patrons at all times the racetrack is open to the public. All sanitary and
washing facilities shall at all times be maintained in good working order and be in compliance
with New Hampshire Health, Water Supply and Pollution Control laws and regulations and with
all applicable State laws, local ordinances, regulations and/or by-laws.

Section 11: Racetrack owners and/or operators shall provide, during all times they are open to
the public and/or operating, at their own expense, an adequate ambulance service properly
licensed under the laws of the State of New Hampshire sufficient to provide for whatever
emergency their activities might cause. At no time shall the racetrack be open to the public
without one (1) properly manned ambulance at the racetrack.

Section 12: Al litter shall be cleaned up within thirty six (36) hours from the end of each racing
event. This section shall be monitored by the local Health Officer during the racing season.

Section 13: Overnight camping shall be permitted on site in accordance with the following
standards:
A. Overnight camping shall be permitted in recreational vehicles with self-
contained sanitary facilities.

B. Such vehicles shall reside at the site only twenty four (24) hours prior to a
scheduled event and no longer than twenty four (24) hours following
completion of that event.

C. A specific section of the back parking area shall be designated for this use and
shall be posted on site accordingly.

D. Camping vehicles shall not be permitted within the Shoreline Conservation
District.

E. “Gray Water” may only be discharged into approved septic facilities.

Section 14: Owners and/or operators of racetracks shall be responsible for any and all violations
of these regulations and their license to operate such vehicular racetrack shall be contingent upon
full compliance with these regulations with total cooperation and good faith. The violation of
any section of these regulations shall be grounds for revocation or suspension of said license at
the discretion of the Board of Selectmen.

Section 15: Prior to the opening of any racing season, the owners and/or operators shall post a
cash bond with sufficient sureties in the amount specified by the Board of Selectmen of the Town
of Lee; said bond shall be applied in the event expenses are incurred by the Town of Lee as a
result of any authorized event under these regulations.



Section 16: No license shall be issued, and any license issued, shall be revoked or suspended at
the determination of the Selectmen, unless the license shall take out and maintain in effect at the
expense of the licensee a policy or policies of liability insurance in a company or companies
approved by the Selectmen with limits not less than two million dollars (2,000,000.00)
protecting and insuring the licensee and Town and all agents, servants and representatives of
each as named insured from liability for personal injuries and property damage resulting from the
ownership, use or operation of the racetrack and/or track premises. The licensee, by application
for and/or acceptance of any license, shall be conclusively deemed to have agreed to indemnify
the Town and its agents, servants and representatives from all liability including personal injuries
and property damage coming out of the existence, use, ownership or operation of the racetrack
and/or track premises and such indemnity agreement shall be expressly covered in said policy or
policies.

Section 17:

A. No use other than vehicular racing, race car education/safety testing and automotive-related
flea markets shall be scheduled or sponsored at any vehicular racetrack within the Town of Lee
without written approval of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Lee, New Hampshire.

B. The racetrack shall be kept secure from unauthorized entry when not in use.

C. Automotive related flea markets may be scheduled on the third Sunday of May, June, July
and August in addition to the traditional year-end Flea Market scheduled for the first weekend in
November. It is understood that no race engines will be permitted to start during these Flea
Markets; all activities will take place within the confines of the track/pit areas and only
automotive-related vendors will be allowed to participate.

Section 18: No motorcycle event of any nature or kind will be permitted on any vehicular
racetrack within the Town of Lee when said date conflicts or falls upon the same weekend as a
National or regional motorcycle race of any nature or kind.

Section 19: The invalidity of any other section of these regulations does not affect the validity of
any other section of these regulations.

Section 20: The Selectmen may waive or alter the provisions of these regulations for due cause
shown.

Section 21:

A. No vehicle, as defined in Section 1 of this ordinance, shall be operated on the
racetrack unless equipped with a muffler that meets or exceeds manufacturers
specifications to reduce noise below the 97 db level. Sound levels resulting from any
activities at the racetrack operation shall not exceed the established level using the
A scale (dBA) and Fast Response setting. Sound levels shall be measured at any
racetrack property line. Measurements shall be taken using a properly calibrated
sound meter which is mounted 36 inches above the ground on a tripod and pointed
directly towards the racing track surface. Any sound measurement that exceeds the
established level, regardless of the duration, shall be a violation.



B. Any person operating a motor vehicle racetrack shall allow Town officials, or
their designated representatives, to conduct from time to time, at said persons
expense, such noise level test or readings that may be deemed appropriate and
necessary by the Town of Lee Board of Selectmen or their authorized agents.

Section 22: Any violation of this ordinance shall be punishable as set forth in New Hampshire
Revised Statutes Annotated 651 and as amended. Upon the Selectmen of the Town of Lee, or
their designated representative, shall rest the responsibilities of enforcement of the regulations.

Dated:

John R. LaCourse, Chairman W. James Griswold David Cedarholm

Town of Lee
Board of Selectmen
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